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Atlantic Teachers Tour

Forests Worth Knowing




2011 Atlantic Teachers’ Tour

Report of Teachers’ Evaluation Forms August 2011
Question One:  What did you enjoy most about this program?

“The presenters – very knowledgeable and made the information relevant”


“ The involvement in the industry! We got to see firsthand the operations, the owners and their views on operation and industry. Opportunity to ask questions.”

“ All was enjoyable. I learned a tremendous amount. Well done and thank you so much for your time and effort. Also, for taking an interest in teaching teachers!”

“ I don’t know where to start! Everything – it was such a positive experience. I was a bit apprehensive about Bowater, but the representatives were excellent. The trips on the second day – to the Christmas Tree Farm and Rex’s were wonderful! Extremely well organized event.”

“ All the diverse programming – WOW! All bases were covered – saw mill, woodlots with harvesters, horses, maple, species at risk. As educators we need all sides to present to our students. The organization of this program was the best I have seen. I have been to a lot of conferences!”
“ Diversity of operations visited. Hands on/outdoor component. Accessibility of facilitators to ask questions.”

“ The opportunity to learn about a topic which I had very little knowledge of. Also the chance to network with other teachers. I thoroughly enjoyed meeting the independent owners at the woodlots, tree farm and maple syrup farm!”

“ Thursday renewed my spirit! After Wednesday and going to bed with the feelings of how Mother Earth was raped of her goodness, Thursday’s tours of the Christmas Tree Farm and Rex Veinot and his holistic approach of forest management was so rewarding to my feelings of well being.”
“ All of the new knowledge I’ve gained and the friendly, approachable leaders. Seeing the wooden school in Greenfield (especially liked the speaker’s passion for small community living, pride, etc.)”
“ Excellent information and learning new information. Great food. Friendly and engaging staff.”

“ I loved meeting all the people involved in the forestry industry. I also loved the “in the field” and getting dirty aspect of this forum.”

“ A great opportunity to share the knowledge gained from documentaries and school to a on the ground field experience. Various wood harvesting techniques, tools and experts.”

“ The mill tours and the explanation of the certification processes. The many different applications of wood/wood products we were introduced to and how they were created.”

“ I enjoyed getting out to the various woodlots.”

“ It was all good! I really enjoyed out visits with the woodlot owners. Very interesting to see what individuals are doing. It’s great to see there are people and companies who care.”

“ Everything – people great, great info, great food & accommodations!”

“ The knowledge I received on forestry and careers available for my students.”

“ I enjoyed everything. Very well organized maximizing our time allowing us to have exposure to as much as possible in a limited time frame.”

“ I truly enjoyed everything about the tour. If I were to pick a highlight it would be the tours of the various woodlots and the passion of the owners/presenters.”

“ The immense knowledge that I gained about trees, forests and forest practices. The highlights for me were the visits to the privately owned woodlots.”
“ Appreciated the diversity of presentations and tour sites visited. The core planning committee prepared and delivered an intensive educational experience with both professionalism and a personable approach. Appreciated that this group was so supported individually with their learning.”

Question Two: What new perceptions do you have about forests, forestry, foresters, and the forest products industry?

“ How far reaching the financial benefits go. The amount of technology being used”
“ Companies can exist in small communities with clientele/customers from outside Canada. You need to differentiate yourself in the industry with products to enter the markets and go globally. “

“ A very positive perception after this program. I did not know about private woodlot management. I now have information on this topic. It was very nice to observe sustainability in action.”  

“ I confess that I came  with a not-so-positive perception, but mine is much more positive now. It is not about clear-cuts and pollution – it is much more environmentally friendly than I expected. I love that everything is used and that sustainability is the focus.” 

“ How diverse the forest industry is! I realize now that forests must be managed. It is more than simply cutting down trees. How all wood is used. We need our industry for families. My perceptions have become more positive. My brother manages a woodlot. Now I realize why he does what he does!”

“ I loved the balance perspective: economics, social, ecology. How conscientious the industry is.”

“ I learned about how many products and people are involved in the forest industry. I was surprised to see how few things are wasted as mills and production plants use and make forestry products.”

“ I have a new appreciation for the whole forest industry. It is a renewable industry and there is a higher degree of accountability to the earth than I expected!”

“ Really gained a lot of insight into the industry – business side of the forest. Quite often when I hear/read about clear cutting and large companies like Bowater, it is very negative. I personally didn’t really have much of an opinion on this topic coming into this workshop, but am definitely leaving with the “other side” of the story and am grateful to have had this opportunity.”

“ How environmentally friendly the industry can be.”
“ I have a whole new perception of the forestry industry and forest sustainability. I originally was against cutting down Christmas Trees. However, after seeing how well the forests are managed and how important the forestry industry  is to NS, I am more willing to buy wood products.”
“ Total utilization of wood resources. The various types of wood harvesting. The knowledge base needed to manage woodlots.”
“ How hard the bigger companies are working to maintain the sustainability of the forest resources. The shift into a focus on the environment and the sensitivity to the habitat we live in.”
“ The value that foresters place on protecting the forest.”

“ A whole new perspective. We don’t see the planning, we only see the trees cut down. So we think these big companies just cut for the money but from these past few days we learned its about money but also about the future. They have good planning and management in place so forestry does have a future.”

“ Different techniques and all can work well when carried out appropriately. No waste. Different technologies and how horses are still used.”

“ How the industry makes use of the entire product – no waste and how passionate these people are about their livelihood.”

“ I have a new respect for our forest and all the work that goes into making sure that the forest will be here for future generations.”

“ I have a much better awareness of the new developments in forest management and forestry practices. I was truly impressed with all the planning and environmental care taken in the whole process.”

“ The forest product industry is not the “bad guy” abusing the land and the trees. I have new knowledge about best practices, and how the forest industry often are using by-products or scrub wood for a number of products.”

“ Was very impressed with the passion that all involved with forestry and forest product industries have with the balance of nature, economics and diversified human interests. Appreciated learning some of the language and concepts of forestry – there is so much to learn!”

Question Three:  How will you use the new knowledge you have acquired?

“Courses i.e. EPT.  Energy, Power and Transportation i.e. Biomass for energy production”
“Use the information and photos I have taken in developing presentations and workshops on careers as well as share with teachers and guidance councilors as well as community groups that I am involved in.” 

“ The information will be applied to the forestry unit I teach in my Environmental Science courses. I will also incorporate much of the information in my Biology course, talking about sustaining the environment and wildlife, looking at endangered species and biodiversity.”

“ It will certainly inform my teaching for Grade 4 science. I will be quick to contact the Musquodoboit Centre for support.”

“ I will continue to seek out the Natural Resource Centre. I will seek out resources mentioned. We got so much in our resources kits to share with students. I will also share my knowledge with other staff.”

“ In creating curriculum documents and presenting job opportunities. Also, in conversation with others who have misconceptions about the forest industry.”

“ I have a new perspective on what it really means to recycle. I would use this to teach science and environment concepts to my grade 2’s and bring awareness to my school and staff for other grade levels.”

“ Although I teach lower elementary, I feel it is never too soon to learn. I can use and adapt a vast amount of this new knowledge all year long.”  

“ I will definitely use this information in the class. Last year I took all of the classes on several class trips into the woods as well as to the Centre where Dave and Amelia work. So will continue to go on these types of trips and now will be able to share all the new information I’ve learned.”
“ Use the information in mathematics when I do the statistics unit. In yoga  the students have to connect the environment so this information will connect amazingly.”

“ I will buy more wood products and will make sure the wood products are certified.”

“ In course development.”
“ Will use on the private woodlot owner to improve the quality of wood on land. Help to sensitize students to needs/wants/desires of wood producers and consumers. Try to make students more aware of employment opportunities in the forest industry.”

“ I will share it with my students during the school year.”
“ I need to cover a diversity of life unit. So much about sustainability, habitats, protection and use of forests was very beneficial and I can draw from much about what I have learned. Also, I would love to have someone come in or visit a working woodlot being managed.”
“ Personally I have wood land that I’m going to get help from forestry to come up with a plan. Lots of info for students!”

“ Take it back to my school and other colleagues and encourage them to apply to come next year. Also, share this valuable information with my fellow teachers.”
“ I am very excited at the prospect of directing some of my students towards a career in forestry or related field. I feel that I can give them some highlights and direct them to find additional information towards a rewarding career choice.”

“  To educate others, in conversation with others, in promoting the forestry industry and on m own woodlot.”

“ To educate my family and in teaching children a basic knowledge of the value of trees and care of the environment.”

“ Would like to extend my new knowledge to my students in a practical way first – by supporting the development of a “living Classroom” being discussed by staff. I would like to extend knowledge gained to students by having them experience forests and their caregivers as a “culture”.” 

Question Four:  Would you recommend this program to others?

“Yes, definitely”

“ I will definitely inform teachers on my staff about the program and encourage them to apply.”
“ Yes. What an excellent program! I will certainly recommend it to others. This is some of the best professional development I have ever received!” 

“ Yes! I plan to share this information with my staff.”

“ Yes, absolutely! Of all the teacher conferences I have attended, this has been the greatest and most well organized conference.” 

“ Yes. Overall, it was a fabulous learning experience and could be enjoyed by any teacher at an grade level.”
“ Yes. I would like to see more First Nations teachers attending. I think this kind of program is highly connected to our culture.”

“ Yes. Very interactive, enjoyed the social part of it. Very nice extra touch to the course. Fresh coffee in the woods was such a  treat!”
“ Yes. I always tell colleagues how great this program is.”

“ Yes. This program is FANTASTIC and above all, FASCINATING! The amount of respect given to us as teachers of the future generation was absolutely lovely!”
“ Yes. There are a couple teachers that I will inform about this program for future years.” 

“ Yes. Excellent opportunity to explore and expand my knowledge base. The program and planning spent on the conference was amazing and much appreciated.”

“ Yes. I would encourage all teachers to attend this program. Peter was a great facilitator.”

“Yes. I am going to ask to be put on the agenda of our first staff meeting and promote this program.”

“ Wonderful – great people involved. Great diversity in the work force – good to see.”

“ Yes. Excellent program!”

“ Yes. Loved every minute of my time here. Got to meet some wonderful knowledgeable people and saw how much they love what they are doing. They have such respect for our forests and seem to be doing very well working with each other to make sure that our resources are being used wisely.”
“ I would highly recommend this program to others. What a great week!”

Yes, most definitely! I can’t wait to start telling other teachers about this valuable learning experience.”

“ Yes. The organization and pace of the program was good. Learning curve was steep at times for me but there is definitely ample opportunity for learning regardless of background and knowledge or learning style preference.”
Question Five:  How could we improve this program?

“Have information from other Atlantic Provinces as well such as endangered species list, land allotments and how it works compared to NS. Provide profiles of each company that participants will be visiting.”

“ The program was excellent! I don’t know if this is possible but it would be nice to have a representative from Newfoundland to share information about their forest and wildlife management. Maybe some organization would be willing to volunteer their time and resources.”

“ We were fortunate to have Doreen with us, but I would love to see a First nations component.”
“ I truly cannot think of a single thing I would change.”

“ You really did an outstanding job.”

“ I would have liked to have had more resource information on the paper making process (pictures and written material). It is a lot to remember. The saw mill tours were really loud and hard to hear what the owners were saying. The last morning was a lot of sitting which was difficult to listen after 2 days of being so active.”
“ First Nations presenters would encourage First Nations teachers to attend. More information sent directly to the schools.”

“ Keep on getting people who are so passionate about what they do to speak to the group.”

“ The Freeman mill was a bit unnerving being so close to the machines. A safety orientation would have been helpful.”

“ Be careful with drivers and committee members who are speaking in the background. Sound travels.”

“ The program was superb and thoroughly enjoyable. Less time in formal session – more time in field.”

“ Promote it more in the school system. I would suggest that you contact the school administrators and ask them to pass the information on to their teachers.”
“ The program was excellent. A little more on species selection and what might the next 100 years look like.”

“ A presentation from someone who earns some of their living from the esthetic value of the forest (artist, potter, etc.). A presentation on how wetlands actively add so much to a forest.”

“ Perhaps introduce a cooperative learning activity as an ice breaker for participants to get to know each other mid Day 1.”

Question Six:  How did you find out about the Atlantic Teachers’ Tour?

“ Colleague who attended last year.”
“ Through Fred Sheppard. I attended a workshop in Gros Morne last summer. He sent me the information by e-mail.”

“ From my principal.”
“ My principal sent out an e-mail to staff.”

“Paul Schnare with DNR New Glasgow.”
“ Through a friend who was involved in the committee and is in the forestry industry in NS.”

“ Colleague who’s husband works for DNR.”

“ E-mail through school and extra encouragement from our Vice Principal.”

“ Summer Institute through HRSB website.”

“ Don Cameron with DNR.”

“My spouse who attended a few ears ago.”

“ Fellow teacher.”

“PEI Teacher Convention”
Question Seven: Other Comments and Suggestions?

“ This is an excellent program! Great food! Great field trips! Great information learned!” 

“ Again, many thanks for such a wonderful tour.”

“ Thank you to Peter who was such a great task master. All organizers were truly amazing (Dave, Ken, Yolanda, Jeff and Amelia). The prize idea was great to keep us engaged. ”

“ Thanks to the CWF, it was super!”

“ I was glad to be here. Hopefully, I will be able to recruit some other teachers to come on this amazing learning experience. It is not often that teachers in NL have an opportunity to attend a conference where you are completely pampered with food, drinks and resources – a worthwhile experience! When I saw the information on this tour I thought it was directed more toward high school teachers – maybe more information that this is for any teacher in your promos.”

“ I loved the way the program was scheduled. There was a wonderful sense of team building. I was very glad you also organized and included those important social times.”

“ Really want to say a huge thank you to all of you involved in organizing/leading this program. I expected I would enjoy this course, being related to the woods, but this course definitely exceeded my expectations. Very well organized, lots of very valuable information learned, exceptionally friendly leaders, felt that you all went above and beyond to accommodate us. Special thanks to Yolanda for being a superb chauffeur and story teller and to Peter for the wake up call!”
“ Really enjoyed Rex’s woodlot – excellent stop. The impact of how it’s really a renewable resource.”

“Loved this tour! The group sizes were awesome! They were small enough that people got to know each other. The Christmas Tree Farm and especially Rex Venoit was extremely interesting. The AbitibiBowater site and how sustainable they make their forests was extremely educational.” 
“ Thank you for the opportunity to attend.”
“ Perhaps the scope of the conference could be slightly narrowed and a closer focus on one particular theme.”
“ I enjoyed it thoroughly. I would recommend it to everyone, not just teachers. I would definitely attend again. Well done and well organized!”

“Really enjoyed meeting everyone. Social times were great. Thanks you for everything.”

“ Keep up the great work!”

“ Great work! You all were so friendly and made our week enjoyable.”

“ I would go again tomorrow. I will highly recommend this program to others. Great work to all those involved. Keep up the great work.”
“ Great four days. I can’t believe so much was packed into this amount of time. Although we were often prompted that we needed to “move along” it was always done respectfully and always given a reason.”

“ Would be willing to submit a write-up of the tour for the PEI Teacher’s Newsletter and spend some time at the Information Booth during next year’s Annual Convention.”
-END-
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